OBSERVATIONS ON KANSAS AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES

TRAVIS W. TAGGART
2302 Donald Drive
Hays, Kansas 67601

During the period 1979-1991 I made observations on
various species of amphibians and reptiles throughout
Kansas. My observations were primarily in Allen and Ellis
counties, but I have also included others which might be of
interest. The information presented below supplements, in
some instances, that of Collins (1982) and the scientific and
common names are those of Collins (1990).

Ambystoma texanum Smallmouth Salamander
I observed migrations of this amphibian in the following Kansas counties on the following dates: Allen, 21
January-4 April 1979-1989; Bourbon, 17 March 1989;
Douglas, 18 February-16 March 1990 and 5 November
1990; Neosho, 17 March 1989; Leavenworth, 28 February
1989; Jefferson, 7 March 1990; Shawnee, 7 March 1990.

Eurycea lucifuga (Cave Salamander)
Eurycea longicauda (Longtail Salamander)
Typhlotriton spelaeus (Grotto Salamander)
On 4 July 1989, Kevin Comcowich and I observed 33
in TL) of Eurycea lucifuga inside the first 300
feet of Schermerhorn Park Cave in Cherokee County. On
13 August 1989, another 21 were seen within the same
cave. Only one Eurycea longicauda was seen on either
occasion. ElevenTyphlotriton spelaeus larvae were found
in the stream inside the cave, seven on 4 July 1989 and four
on 13 August 1989.
adults(~

Bufo americanus American Toad
From 1979-1989, I found adults active on rainy nights
as early as 24 March (46° F) and chorusing as early as 2
April (52° F) in Allen County.

Bufo debilis Green Toad
The following information about Bufo debilis was
obtained during studies supported by a nongame wildlife
research grant from the Kansas Department of Wildlife &
Parks through its Chickadee Checkoff program. The toads
were observed in Wallace, Greeley and Wichita counties
from 15 June-27 August 1991.
This rare Kansas toad seems to prefer rugged habitat.
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It is concentrated in areas that have the following characteristics- prairie with rugged topography and a water
system, such as an intermittent stream, that produces
temporary pools. They are also found below pond dams
and stock tanks.
Development from egg to newly metamorphosed
toadlet takes less than a week, and by then most of the water
in the pool has evaporated. Mud cracks on dried pond and
pool bottoms provide toadlets of this species protection
and moisture during the summer. I observed these toadlets
outside of the cracks only during evenings, and, when I
walked over the cracks, they would emerge ahead of my
footsteps.
I observed newly metamorphosed Green Toads eating
brown ants, small moths, beetles, and small grasshoppers.
The brown ants were by far the most common food itemharvester ants were ignored. Three times I placed a small
toad near a harvester ant mound and witnessed a group of
these ants attack the toad. Within fifteen seconds the toad
appeared to look wet and the ants immediately left it The
toads were recovered, maintained in captivity, and appeared to have no ill affect from the confrontation except
for a few small lacerations that healed quickly.
The only observed predator of Green Toads was
Thamnophis radix. These serpents were alen, and I witnessed predation by them on both the toadlets and tadpoles
of Bufo debilis.

Bufo woodhousii Woodhouse's Toad
I found adults active on rainy nights as early as 15
April at 51 o F and chorusing as early as 28 April at 58° F
in Allen County during the years 1979 to 1989.

Acris crepitans Nonhero Cricket Frog
I observed a single adult active on the banks of Shoal
Creek in Cherokee County on 1 January 1990 with an air
temperature of 47° F and a water temperature of 32° F.

Pseudacris triseriata Chorus Frog
I found a live adult in Trego County under a pile of
twnbleweeds below the dam of a small pond on 23 December 1988 at an air temperature of 38° F. The frog was half
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buried by dead grass and the earth under the tumbleweeds
was frozen .
Hyla chrysoscelis!Hyla versicolor Gray Treefrog

I collected a single adult in Allen County on 15 March
l988 while it hopped on a tree-lined road near a street lamp
during a rain storm at an air temperature of 46° F. _
Rana areolata Crawfish Frog

I observed and collected specimens in three locations
in Allen County from 1987-1989. Mostofthesefrogs were
found hopping on newly-cultivated ground, in the low and
usually moist areas of cultivated fields. I also observed this
amphibian active in the same areas as early as 28 March
with an air temperature of 51 ° F and have heard and seen
them chorusing at air temperatures as low as 58° F and as
early as 2 April.
Gastrophryne carolinensis Eastern Narrowmouth Toad

While assisted by Shane Eckhardt, Kelly J. Irwin, and
Joseph T. Collins, I discovered a large adult specimen (KU
218746) under a large but thin sandstone rock situated at
the edge of a clearing at the top of a east facing rocky
hillside on 15 September 1991 in Cherokee County.
Gastrophryne olivacea Great Plains Narrowmouth Toad
I observed predation on this species by a Thamnophis
proximus in Chase County at an abandoned quarry in May

1990.
Phrynosoma cornutum Texas Homed Lizard
I collected a specimen from Wilson Reservoir in
Russell County on 4 July 1987 at an air temperatureof97°
F. When picked up, it released a stream of blood from the
posterior angle of its eyes for a distance of ca 2.5 feet,
which hit me on the chin and chest.

Ophisaurus attenuatus Slender Glass Lizard

This lizard is abundant in Ellis County, especially
along the Saline River. Since 1989, I have collected 103 on
gravel roads (45 OOR) and found 14 while searching off
the road on rocky hillsides.
Heterodon nasicus Western Hognose Snake

Scott Meyers and I collected a large specimen near the
Smoky Hill River in southeastern Ellis County on 28 June
1990. It was maintained in captivity by Scott and deposited
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16 eggs on 2 July 1990. None hatched.
Heterodon platirhinos Eastern Hognose Snake

Although considered scarce in Kansas, I found 26 Uf
these snakes in five counties in one season, as follows: EllB
(21), Rooks (2), Trego (1), Gove (1), andNonon (1). They;
were taken from April to September 1990. Fourteen werr
OOR, five wereAOR, and seven were taken under rocks m1
sparsely vegetated hillsides.
Opheodrys aestivus Rough Green Snake
I observed two specimens of this arboreal snake fall
prey to a large Co Iuber constrictor on 8 September 1988 :st
Woodson County State Fishing Lake.

Lampropeltis getula Common Kingsnake
I found 22 specimens from May to September 1990iJi
Ellis (11), Trego (3), Ness (1), Russell (3), and Rooks (4J;
counties, and have found this snake to be fairly common on
open prairies near streams in the Smoky Hills of KansaE
They are often encountered just after dusk on country roa&
after a hot summer day. Prairie hayfields can also harlxri
largenumbersofthissnake.On 13July 1988, 10specimem
were found by rolling over hay bales in ~ of a section fielil
in Allen County. I collected a specimen with white (n<f1i
yellow) spots from Chautauqua County on 23 May 1986..

Lampropeltis triangulum Milk Snake

From April to October 1990, I collected 265 specimens of this serpent from the following counties: Atchism~
(6), Cheyenne (2), Cloud {1), Douglas (2), Ellis (94~,
Ellsworth (4), Gove (1), Hodgeman (14 ), Leavenworth (6~,
Lincoln (5), Mitchell (5), Osborne (11), Republic (1~,
Rooks (18), Rush (17), Russell (28) and Trego (43). It was
by far the most abundant serpent encountered in Ellis
County that year. Pituophis catenifer was the second mom
abundant species, with 71 specimens observed. On 24 May
1984 I discovered in Russell county a large Milk Snake (ca
29 inches) that lacked orange bands and only had alternating black and slightly blackened cream-colored bands.
Tropidoclonion lineatum Lined Snake

I collected 47 specimens of this small reptile under fiat
rocks on one quarter mile of hillside in Hodgeman County
on 5 May 1990. I observed 72 specimens under flat rocb;
during 3 hours of collecting in southern Ellis County on li/
June 1991.
Nerodia sipedon Northern Water Snake

On 1 January 1990, Kevin Comcowich and I captur~
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a small adult specimen sunning on the north bank of Shoal
Creek, Cherokee County, near a pile of exposed rocks and
tree roots. Air temperature was 4 7° F and the creek had a
thin layer of ice extending from its edges about 3-4 feet.
Crotalus viridis Western Rattlesnake

Based on my extensive searching for this species since
January 1990, C. viridis should be looked for in these
habitats during the following times of the year: On warmer
sunny days (>57 ° F), even as early as March, this species
can be seen sunning at the edge of den sites on south-facing
hillsides with large rocks. It can be found at the same type
habitat in early spring also, but it soon moves away from
rocky hillsides in favor of open prairies. Road cruising on
and above river floodplains at any time of the day during
late spring and early summer is productive, but summer
evenings are the most productive. Also, turning large
objects in scrap piles yields many specimens during the
afternoons. As it gets hotter and drier later in the summer,
this species becomes easier to locate. Early evening in a
prairie dog town is very productive because this snake
comes out of its cool daytime retreats. Nights are the best,
and road cruising near prairies in association with rocky
areas will lead you to many of these serpents. During the
hottest days, probing with a stick under a rock overhang at
the base of an outcrop will often reveal C.viridis in shady
retreat During the fall, road cruising in the evenings and,
to a lesser extent, during the day can be very rewarding,
especially for newborns. After the first or second cold snap,
searching possible denning sites (massive rocky hillsides,
caves, wells, or mammal burrows) will often reveal these
rattlesnakes.
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