
294 THE AGORA.

EDUCATIONAL NOTES.

JOHN MACDONALD.

NEW BUILDING- -UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS.

On Saturday afternoon, November 22 , the new engi-

neering and electrical building, University of Kansas, was

formally dedicated. Chancellor Snow presided. Prof. A.

A. Michelson of the University of Chicago delivered an

address on Some of the Objects and Methods of Physical

Research " . An address was also delivered by S. A. Riggs

of Lawrence. Hon . John Seaton of Atchison made a for-

mal presentation of the building. Senator Chas . F. Scott,

editor of the Iola Register responded .

When these exercises had closed the entire building was

thrown open to the inspection of the public.

The building cost $60,000 and is considered one of the

finest in the country.

THE SMALL COLLEGE.

To persons who are in the habit of sneering at the small

colleges of the West , the following remarks from Bryce's

American Commonwealth are respectfully--or, in some

cases, perhaps otherwise- submitted :

They ( the colleges) get hold of a multitude of poor

men, (and women too, Brother Bryce) who might never

resort to a distant place of education. They set learning

in a visible form, plain, indeed, and humble, but dignified

even in her humility, before the eyes of a rustic people, in
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whom the love of knowledge, naturally strong, might never

break from the bud to the flower but for the care of some

zealous gardener. They give the chance of rising in some

intellectual walk of life to many a strong and earnest

nature who might otherwise have remained an artisan or

storekeeper, and perhaps failed in those avocations . They

light up in many a country town what is at first only a

farthing rush light , but which, when the town swells to a

city, or when endowments swell in, or when some able

teacher is placed in charge, becomes a lamp of growing

flame, which may finally throw its rays over the whole

state in which it stands. In some ofthese smaller Western

Colleges one finds today men of great ability and great

attainments, one finds students who are receiving an educa-

tion quite as thorough, though not always as wide, as the

best Eastern universities can give . "

JUDGE D. J. BREWER.

Perhaps it is not generally known that D. J. Brewer,

now Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United

States, was, once upon a time, President of the Kansas

Teachers Association. He was elected at the annual

meeting in 1868, and presided over the meeting held in

June of the following year at Manhattan. In 1866 7 , he

was chairman of the executive committee ; also of a legisla-

tive committee, so that he must have had much to do in

laying the foundations of our school system . At the

meeting held in Lawrence in 1866, it is learned from the

minutes that Judge Brewer read a poem. Possibly the

editor of the AGORA may be able to secure this poem for

publication.



296 THE AGORA.

ENGLISH TEACHERS UNION .

The English teachers have a Union known as the

National Union of Teachers-abbreviated, the N. U. T.

The organization is about 25 years old, has a membership

of about 30,000 ; has an influential organ- The Schoolmaster

(London), and at the last general election succeeded in

electing two members of Parliament ; one, a Liberal ; the

other, a Conservative. The membership fee is about $2.

and for this, each member has the privilege of having legal

advice ; for the Union employs competent lawyers whose

services are at the disposal of any teacher who may have

got into difficulties in the line of his professional work.

But, there is a legal committee which first examines the

facts to determine whether the teacher has a genuine basis

for a case.

The Union sends delegations to the Minister of Educa-

tion and other officials who have the power to bring things

to pass in or out of Parliament, the delegations are always

granted a respectful hearing, and their presentation of facts

and reasons often determine the course of school legisla-

tion .

DR. MC VICAR.

A short time ago, Dr. Peter McVicar, the veteran

educator, was obliged because of poor health to resign

the presidency of Washburn College . He has been con-

nected with Kansas schools since the sixties-He served

one year, 1867, as president of the State Teacher's Associa-

tion, was some time editor of the Kansas Educational

Journal-remote ancestor of the Western School Journal;

served four years as superintendent of the Shawnee

County schools ; was four years state superintendent of
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Kansas ; and he has just finished 25 years of service as

President of Washburn College .

He has gone to California for the winter; later, he

intends to take a tour around the world .

SNOW AND THE SNAKE .

Once upon a time Chancellor Snow of the University of

Kansas caught a rattlesnake . He put the "varmint " in a

cage, of course, and then made up his mind to demonstrate

to himself and to others that even a snake will respond to

kind treatment. So , Mr. Snow began by putting his

finger close to the cage. The snake at first sprang vic-

iously at the pointed finger, but finding after a day or two

that no harm was intended, he allowed the finger and even

the entire hand to come inside the cage . Further, and more

incredible still-but it is as true as the multiplication table ,

Mr. Snow ventured to stroke the snake's back, and later

actually took the reptile out in his arms and petted it .

One day Mr. Snow, then a professor in the University,

said to the Chancellor, Mr. Lippincott : " Come into my

room to see my pet." Mr. Lippincott entered ; Mr. Snow

took the snake out of the cage, but before the professor

had time even to open his mouth to begin his discourse on

the power of kindness, the Chancellor had fled uttering

wild shrieks . He met Mr. Snow later in the day and with

deep earnestness said to him; " Mr. Snow, promise me that

you will never, never, handle that snake again. " 'Well,"

Mr. Snow replied , " If it terrifies you so, I will promise. "

66

This snake story differs from the other stories of the

same kind which we so often find in the traditions of the

elders in this, that it is not only founded on fact, but is

fact throughout. For the truth of which statement all

doubters are respectfully referred to Chancellor Snow and

ex-Chancellor Lippincott.


