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Twelve aquariums are currently being renovated 
to depict eight unique aquatic habitats found in 
Kansas. Once renovations are complete, visitors will 
be able to view several fish and freshwater mussel 
species common in each habitat. Information on the 
adaptations and unique survival strategies of these 
animals will be displayed, so visitors can learn 
about the aquatic ecosystems of Kansas. Other facts 
about macroinvertebrates (insects), plants, and geo
graphical locations for each habitat will also be 
included in the interpretive text. Along with the 
aquariums, fish-loving onlookers can also enjoy two 
display panels outlining the proces of hatching and 
rearing channel catfish, and the early history of the 
Pratt Fish Hatchery. Featured below the panels is a 
working model of the revo lutionary hatching 
trough developed by fisheries biologist Seth Way. 
This hatching trough, created in Pratt, modernized 
and increased the success of artificially hatching 
channel catfish in hatchery systems. It is a method 
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that is still in use today across the country. 
The Pratt Education Center and Wildlife Museum 

is also home to many living amphibians, reptiles 
and turtles. These ectothermic, or cold blooded, ani
mals are quite different from mammals. Many of the 
tanks the reptiles and amphibians are housed in will 
soon be updated to provide a more accurate depic
tion of the diverse habitats where these animals can 
be found in the wild. 

For those whose wildlife interests don' t include 
the "creepy and crawly," there are other species on 
display - like birds! Kansas is located in the Central 
Flyway and is a critical stopover point for many 
migrating waterfowl and shorebirds. Some of the 
more common migratory birds are on display as 
taxidermy mounts for visi tors to enjoy. The Bird 
Room at the Pratt Education Center also has an 
excellent display of raptors - a species especially 
important to Kansas ecosystems because of their 
ability to keep mice and rat populations under con-



trol. A shining example of one such bird is the barn 
owl - a species that can eat as many as 8,000 rats 
and mice each year! The Bird Room also contains a 
very unique display of bird eggs from 128 different 
species. These eggs were collected in the 1890s and 
early 1900s. The harvesting of wild bird eggs is 
now illegal, so this donated collection provides a 
rare opportunity for visitors to view upclose the 

eggs of some of their favorite 
bird species. 

In the center's youth 
learning area, kids can get cre
ative by playing wildlife-based 
games, coloring, and reading . 
There are plans to expand this 
area for more hands-on learning 
opportunities, and not just for 
kids! After making the rounds, 
families can enjoy some outdoor 
time a nice shaded picnic area, 
north of the Center. The develop
ment of an additional pollinator 

garden is under w ay, as well, and w ill provide an 
excellent learning opportunity out in the fresh air. 
Once fini shed, guests may even witness some 
native pollinators busy at work! 

If you' re looking for a unique, wildlife-centered 
trip, keep the Pratt Education Center and Wildlife 
Museum in mind. 

For a complete list of KDWPT's education cen
ters, visit ksoutdoors.com. 4',i 
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