
BY JENNIFER DUFOE
Editorial Assistant

Wednesday Oct. 25, Rachel Perkins heard a rattling 
noise coming from outside her back door at her home 
near the Coffeyville animal shelter. When she went 
to investigate, she found a 63 inch long Western Dia-
mondback rattlesnake in her yard. Having young kids 
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Weather

DARE TO HAVE FUN — Coffeyville Police Department officers pass out candy to ghosts and 
goblins at Spooktacular Monday evening. Christy Draper | Courtesy Photo

RANEW BREAKS GROUND — Montgomery County Action 
Council, the City of Coffeyville and Coffeyville Area Chamber 
of Commerce held a groundbreaking ceremony for Ranew’s 
Oct. 24 at the company’s new location, 2610 Hwy. 169, in the 
Coffeyville Industrial Park. Pictured, left to right, are: John 
Schmid (Perl Auto Center and MCAC board/executive com-
mittee member), Bob Jerauld (John Deere Coffeyville Works), 
Ryan Thompson (Thompson Bros. Supply and MCAC board/
executive committee member), Steve Reid (John Deere Cof-
feyville Works), Frank LaForge (LaForge Insurance and MCAC 
board member), Robby Bailey (Ranew’s), Bryant Beeland 
(Ranew’s), Lester Ranew (Ranew’s), Ryan York (York Sales 
& Service, Montgomery County commissioner and MCAC 
board member), Paul Bauer (John Deere Coffeyville Works, 
Coffeyville mayor and MCAC board member), Craig VanWey 
(Kansas Department of Commerce), Candi Westbrook (Cof-
feyville Area Chamber of Commerce executive director), and 
Trisha Purdon (MCAC executive director). Courtesy Photo
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BY CHRISTY DRAPER
Contributing Writer

In downtown Coffeyville more than 
40 local businesses participated in the 
Spooktacular event Monday, Oct. 23. 
Store fronts had spooky displays and 
hundreds of kids were dressed to impress 
while they trick or treated. 

There was a bounce house, face paint-
ing provided by the Coffeyville Commu-
nity College art students and at 5:30 p.m. 
children gathered for a costume parade 
around the plaza. The event was hosted 
by the Coffeyville Chamber of Commerce. 
The local Wal-Mart provided a special dis-
count to the Chamber of Commerce for 
candy to pass out for their members. 

The Coffeyville Fire Department served 
Kool-Aid and the area D.A.R.E. truck was 
on site with a couple of police officers who 
were busily treating ghosts, fairies and an 
assortment of animals.  

For the safety of the children, the 100 
and 200 blocks of 8th and 9th Streets 
as well as the 800 blocks of Walnut and 

Maple were closed to traffic. The costume 
parade went through 9th St. and circled 
the block back to the Chamber office. 

While the wind howled and bustled 
around the children, they patiently lined 
up in front of businesses to receive treats. 
For many families it took an act of light-
ning speed to hustle the kids home from 
school, get them dressed and then get 
downtown for the event. 

There were children of all ages from tiny 
newborn babies, middle aged and plenty 
of adults who dressed up to participate in 
the event. According to a statistical sur-
vey from 2015 Halloween is ranked to be 
the third favorite holiday in the United 
States while Christmas is number one. 

According to History.com, Halloween 
originated in the United States from the 
practices of Celtic paganism in the British 
Isles, and their feast of Samhain, the new 
year. They believed it was the time when 
ghosts and spirits came out to haunt, 
and the Celts would appease the spirits 
by giving them treats.

Spooktacular thrills children 
with activities and more

Cancer Center open house at Coffeyville Regional Medical Center
Coffeyville Regional Medical Center 

(CRMC) will host a Cancer Treatment 
Services Open House Wednesday, 
Nov. 1, from 5:30  to 7 p.m., at 1400 
W. 4th St., Coffeyville.

“We are inviting the community to 
meet our amazing oncology team, 
take a look at the comprehensive ser-
vices we offer and learn about our 
new partnership with Midwest Can-
cer Alliance,” explained CRMC CEO, 
Mark Woodring, DrPH, FACHE. 

Midwest Cancer Alliance (MCA) is a 
membership-based organization that 

brings cancer research, clinical and 
support professionals together to ad-
vance the quality and reach of cancer 
prevention, detection, care and sur-
vivorship in the heartland. Staff from 
MCA, the outreach division of The 
University of Kansas Cancer Center, 
will be attending the open house.

As a Clinical Research Partner, 
CRMC has access to MCA’s net-
work of leading-edge clinical trials, 
continuing professional education, 
patient education, networking and 
outreach opportunities. In addition, 
patients at CRMC have access to ad-
ditional cancer prevention, screen-

ing, diagnosis and care information, 
along with other health education re-
sources. 

The full range of radiology and on-
cology services at CRMC’s Jerry Mar-
quette Radiation Oncology Center and 
Tatman Cancer Center are staffed by 
a highly skilled care team led by on-
cologists Akin Ogundipe, MD, Nathan 
Uy, MD, and Cancer Center Director, 
Vicky Portwood, RN, MSN.

This event is free and open to the 
public. To learn more about Cof-
feyville Regional Medical Center and 
the Midwest Cancer Alliance, please 
visit www.crmcinc.org

Rattlesnakes discovered 
in Coffeyville area
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What does it take: Becoming a 
member of the Army National Guard

County commission talks 
raises for employees

BY CHRISTY DRAPER
Contributing Writer

Since August, there have been five Cof-
feyville teens who have set a higher stan-
dard for themselves. With support and 
determination, they are now members of 
the Army National Guard. These kids are 
Pvt. Jacob Jackson, Pvt. Tyler Collins, 
Pvt. Samuel Niles, Pvt. Kaden Flavin and 
Pvt. Samuel Base, and they are currently 
attending Field Kindley High School.

Congratulations to these young indi-
viduals is well deserved because they are 
not your stereotypical soldiers — they are 
a product of the Coffeyville community. 
There are several requirements involved 
in joining the Army National Guard prior 
to any service. You must be between the 
ages of 17 and 35, be a US citizen or per-
manent resident, be at least a junior in 
high school, have a high school diploma 
or a GED certificate, achieve a minimum 
score on the ASVAB test, and meet medi-
cal, physical and moral requirements.

In comparing the difficulty of the AS-
VAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 
Battery) test to popular college-entrance 
exams like the ACT and SAT, multiple 
factors are assessed. For example, the 
science section of the ASVAB test asks 
questions from high-school level physi-
cal sciences, life sciences and earth and 
space sciences, according to TodaysMilt-
ary.com. The science section of the ACT 
does not test prior knowledge but scien-
tific reasoning, according to ACTStudent.
org. ACT test-takers are often asked to 
interpret given scientific data or charts.

The ASVAB has 10 sections — four sec-
tions are comparable to both the SAT and 
ACT that cover language and math skills 
and one section is comparable to the ACT 
that covers science. The five additional 
ASVAB sections cover vocational areas 
like electronics information, automotive 
information, shop information, mechani-
cal comprehension and assembling ob-
jects.

In addition to the ASVAB you are also 
required to pass the Army Physical Fit-

ness Test (APFT) before you graduate from 
BCT (Basic Combat Training) and during 
AIT (Advanced Individual Training). After 
AIT, you will take the APFT once a year 
and the results will become part of your 
record. 

Collins is a combat engineer and has 
a vocal scholarship and plans to attend 
Coffeyville Community College. Flavin is 
a heavy vehicle mechanic and has a vocal 
scholarship.  Jackson is a combat engi-
neer, he is planning on being an EMT and 
developing skills in auto collision repair. 
Base is infantry, he will be attending Kan-
sas State University. He is also in ROTC 
(Reserve Officer Training Corps) which is 
a college program that prepares young 
adults to be officers in the military. Niles 
is a combat medic and plans on going to 
college. 

Jackson has already graduated from 
boot camp and he said, “Staying out in 
the field is the hardest part. We marched 
22 miles in three days, you’re on the 
ground sleeping with bugs and spiders 
crawling on you. I don’t do spiders.” Col-
lins was confident he would get into the 
Army. Marcus Collins, father of Collins, 
said, “I demand my son to be confident 
in who he is. I hope the Army will provide 
focus for him.” 

SSG Rudy Draper, who recruited the 
teens, said, “I am proud and honored they 
joined.” Some of the kids joined because 
they wanted to follow in their parent’s 
footsteps, Jackson joined because he was 
“bored,” and others like Niles joined be-
cause it had been a lifelong dream. After 
passing the ASVAB and APFT he said, “It 
didn’t really sink in until later, it was a 
dream as a kid, then it hits you.” 

For these outstanding kids it took de-
termination and mindset to achieve 
their dreams and to follow a path of fill-
able footsteps. Joining the Army will give 
them more than the pride that comes 
from serving their country. They will also 
earn benefits to help pay for their educa-
tion and expenses, and they can complete 
their education while they serve.

THE MARKET HOLDS RIBBON CUTTING — Store owners and Chamber members gathered 
on Wednesday, Oct. 25 for The Market’s ribbon cutting. Located at 818 Walnut St., The 
Market is the home of three businesses — Nanabelle’s Boutique, Outlaw Nutrition and 
The Painted Buffalo Boutique. Jennifer Dufoe | Staff Photo

ADVANCED PHYSICAL THERAPY OPENS — CEO David Todd held the ribbon while clinic man-
ager and physical therapist Cori Hall cut the ribbon Tuesday, Oct. 24 at Advanced Physical 
Therapy’s grand opening. The business is located at 1503 W. 11th St. and shares a space with 
Integral Health and Fitness. They offer a number of services including orthopedics, pre/post 
operative therapy, chronic/traumatic injuries, worker’s comp, sport rehabilitation, manual 
therapy, women’s health, hand therapy, ASTYM therapy, pelvic floor rehabilitation, pediat-
ric physical and occupational therapy, kinesio taping, balance and vestibular therapy, and 
neurological physical therapy. Jennifer Dufoe | Staff Photo

at home and worried for their safety, she 
called her husband, Clint. 

Clint Perkins said he was not happy 
about the venomous and potentially 
deadly snake in his yard since his chil-
dren play outside often. Perkins was at 
work, so he called his neighbor who came 
over and shot the snake. Perkins spoke 
with his friend that is a biologist who re-
ported that the snake was outside of its 
region being this far east. 

This is not the first rattlesnake found 
near Coffeyville. On Oct. 14, Coffeyville 
Police Department reported they had cap-
tured a five-and-a-half-foot Prairie rattle-
snake on 4th and Lee here in Coffeyville. 

An investigation done by CPD and Kan-
sas Fish and Game lead them to a rental 
house on W. 5th St. CPD found an empty 
holding box for snakes in the garage of 
the residence, in which the resident said 
there had been two rattlesnakes. The in-
dividual reported one of the snakes had 
been disposed of, and the other had es-
caped. He assured the police officers that 
he would not bring anymore rattlesnakes 
into town after being informed of city or-
dinances against possessing venomous 
snakes. 

The Coffeyville Police Department and 
Kansas Fish and Game are continuing to 
investigate the incidents.

BY STEVE MCBRIDE
Contributing Writer

Montgomery County commission jumped 
into the discussion that was tabled last 
week, because Commissioner Ryan York 
was absent, concerning making the county 
attorney’s position full-time. County attor-
ney Larry Markle presented the proposal to 
the commissioners last week and wanted a 
decision quickly. However, commissioners 
Larry McManus and Fred Brown tabled it. 
Markle was wanting to increase his salary 
from $64,142.64 to $95,000, making the 
county attorney a full-time position, ac-
cording to Markle. 

York addressed the other commissioners, 
“You guys know I have been an advocate of 
higher wages and less rich benefits so we 
can attract better quality employees.”

Before any decision was made, the opin-
ion of Paul Kritz, county counselor, was 
read to the commission. It read: “The 
county commissioners have exclusive au-
thority to set the county attorney’s office 
budget.” Essentially what he meant by 
that statement is the commissioners can 
only set the budget for the county attor-
ney’s department, but any more details on 
how the budget is spent is the responsibil-
ity of the county attorney. York stated, “If 
that is the case, why are we talking about 
this? He can do whatever he wants with 
his budget and set his own salary.” 

The commission then ended the conver-
sation on the county attorney’s full-time 
position. 

After the discussion of the county attor-
ney’s salary, York turned the discussion 
on the need for the county to increase all 
county employee wages, “My proposal for a 
wage increase is based on the comparison 
of other counties. We have enough money 
from what we have saved in health care. As 
we have decreased benefits and increased 
cost to employees I really think we need to 
begin driving our wages up,” he said. 

There was confusion expressed from 
people in the audience as to how the wage 
increase could be budgeted after the 2018 
budget was already set and how the coun-
ty could afford it. The General Operating 
Fund has a budget line item for personnel 
services of $348,000 which would more 
than pay for the increases, according to 
county commission. 

“We’ve cut benefits, so why can’t we use 
that savings to start paying better wages,” 
stated York. 

The Sheriff’s office, represented by sher-
iff Bobby Dierks, asked the commission 
what Four County Mental Health Center 
programs are provided to the county. “The 
reason I ask is because I have some pro-
grams I want to start with the jail inmates. 

Twenty-two percent of the inmates are 
mentally challenged and I don’t have any 
services for them,” he stated. He is in hope 
of arranging Four County to come work 
with these inmates through parenting 
classes, drug and alcohol abuse counsel-
ing and help paying child support. “Several 
ministries have helped a lot and actually 
turned around these inmate’s lives, but I 
want to do a little bit more to help these 
people out and maybe we will quit having 
these repeat offenders,” said Dierks. York 
encouraged Dierks to contact Four County 
Mental Health and discuss the matter with 
Greg Hennen then get back to the commis-
sion on his findings. 

They determined to offer the city of Cof-
feyville $30,000 for the building at 601 S. 
Union that would become the Montgomery 
County Health Department. 

Commissioners were asked by Nancy 
Clubine, county treasurer, to set a resolu-
tion for a tax sale next fall with a date to be 
determined. They also were shown an ex-
ample of the new design of a tax statement 
that will give the taxpayers a more detailed 
breakdown of where their tax dollars are 
going. The county will also construct a pie 
chart that will be posted on their website 
only. 

Public Works said they had received 
notification from Kansas Department Of 
Transportation the county has been ap-
proved for one of the three bridge projects 
they requested funding for through the 
2019 Off-System Bridge Program.

The commission heard discussion from 
Robert Bever, Public Works coordinator, 
and Jeff Phelps, maintenance supervi-
sor, regarding the replacements of lights 
outside the Judicial Center. Public Works 
asked the commission for permission to 
solicit bids for security LED lights and 
parking lot lights. The total operational 
savings for replacing the current light-
ing with LED lights will be estimated at 
$4,018.65 per year. The cost for the LED 
lights, including installation, would be ap-
proximately $7,500. 

SERVICES FOR INMATES — Sheriff Bobby 
Dierks asks the commission about programs 
Four County Mental Health Center provides 
for county inmates. “Twenty-two percent of 
our inmates have mental challenges,” said 
Dierks. Steve McBride | Staff Photo


