
here in Doniphan County and have 
almost reached my goal of 50. I would 
now like to turn my attention to erecting 
the same number of wood duck boxes. 

Please give my thanks to Mr. Blair for 
the excellent photos and Mr. Teasley for 
the beautiful illustration. 

Dave Weber 
Wathena 

TREE FROGS, INDEED! 

Editor: 
For several years, my wife and a cou

ple of friends keep talking about tree 
frogs. I've never heard of such a thing, 
but my friends have good ears. I don't. 
They hear them but never see them. 
They can't describe what they look like. 
Because you are the wildlife authority, I 
pose this question: Is there such a thing 
as tree frogs? If so, what do they look 
like? Do you have a picture of one? 

Another strange thing, my daughter 
and her family live right on the north
west edge of Whitewater. Occasionally, a 
mallard drake and hen will fly into a tall 
cottonwood tree and sit on a limb for a 
little while. Is this natural? They have a 
real small water hole under the tree, but 
the ducks do not use it. They have 
rigged up a pump and have water run
ning over the rocks, rather nice. Now 
they hear a bullfrog and think it is stay
ing there. There are a lot of rocks that a 
frog could hide in. About 1,000 feet to 
the west is a drainage slough that proba
bly has a couple of water holes. I 
thought it rather unusual, but I guess it 
is possible that bullfrogs migrate around, 
especially since we have had extremely 
dry weather and water holes are scarce. 

We feed a lot of thistle seed to 
finches. Right now we have more than 
usual. At one dollar a pound, they go 
through a lot of dollars. What bothers 
me is how much they waste. Under the 
feeders there is a lot of thistle seed. 
Some seems to be shelled, but much is 
not. What kind of a feeder is available 
that would catch the wasted seed? 

I enjoy your articles on wildflowers 
and birds. My fishing is limited, and I 
don't have fancy equipment. I probably 
am still a cane pole, line, bobber, sinker, 
and hook fisherman, except you don 't 
see cane poles anymore. I recall as a kid, 
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65 years ago, catching bullheads with a 
cane pole. I might get one 6 or 7 inches 
long and carry it home. My mother 
would clean it and fry it, probably had 
two or three bites, but she wasn't going 
to let me know it wasn't a prize catch, 
bless her heart. 

I think Kansas Wildlife and Parks 
magazine is one of the best, if not the 
best, magazine in print. I will be a sub
scriber as long as I can see. 

Dear Mr. Eberhard: 

Rollan K. Eberhard 
Whitewater 

Indeed, there are tree frogs in our 
state. (See the accompanying illustra
tion.) They are of the family Hylidae, 
and in Kansas include the northern 
cricket frog, Cope's gray treefrog, east
ern gray treefrog, spotted chorus frog, 
spring peeper, boreal chorus frog, west
ern chorus frog, and Strecker's chorus 
frog. They are tiny amphibians, ranging 
from 5/ 8 to 2 1/ 4 inches long. For a 
good look at these species, I recommend 
Amphibians and Reptiles in Kansas, by 
Joseph T. Collins. It should be available 
at bookstores in Wichita, or through the 
University Press of Kansas. 

I have never heard of mallards perch
ing in trees, and neither have any of the 
waterfowl experts I have talked to. That 
doesn't mean it couldn't happen, but it 
is likely that what your daughter saw 
were wood ducks. 

Bullfrogs might move from one body 
of water to another if they were desper
ate, but they are generally restricted to 
permanent water. 

Specially-made trays may be pur
chased to catch thistle seed spilled from 
a tube feeder, and other feeders are 
made to help eliminate the problem of 
thistle seed scattering. However, juncos 
and other birds will pick the spilled seed 
up, so there should really not be too 
much waste. As far as cost is concerned, 
I'd recommend a feeder for black-oil 
sunflower seed. The only disadvantage 
of this seed is that it attracts grackles, if 
that is a problem for you. 

As far as cane poles are concerned, 
they can be purchased in Wichita at fish
ing supply stores and large department 
stores that carry fishing supplies. 

Thanks for your letter. I hope this 
answers your questions. 

-Shoup 
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