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KHS MEMBERS ACHIEVE GOAL-

GET COTTONMOUTH 

On 9 September 1977, over thirty 
five enthusiastic members of the Kansas 
Herpetological Society gathered at 
Montgomery County State Lake in prepara
tion for "the big hunt." Peter Gray and 
his friend Mike, who had been camped out 
since Thursday evening, had the first 
animals for everyone's checklist--
Cope's gray treefrog (~ chrysocelis), 
a new hatchling eastern collared lizard 
(Crotaphytus collaris collaris), an 
adult black rat snake (Elaphe obsoleta 
obsoleta), many leopard frogs (Rana 
pipiens complex), and Blanchard~ 
cricket frogs (Acris crepitans blanch~rdi). 
The lake had many advantages as a meeting 
site: it was a very pretty, quiet little 
lake, it had very few other campers around 
it, and it provided excellent swimming, as 
Andrea and Chris Stammler, and Shelley 
Skie demonstrated (although it was rather 
cool to be clothed in nothing but a swim
suit). The group stayed up until past 
midnight warming themselves by the fire, 
and waiting for the last few KHS stragglers 
to come wandering into camp. 

The next morning, after breakfast had 
been made and eaten, the convoy followed J.D. 
Jennings, who headed to a place north-north-
east of Coffeyville on the Verdigris River. 
This was the site where J.D. had captured 
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a number of western cottonmouths (Agkistrodon 
piscivorous leucostoma) earlier this year. 
Seemingly thousands of Blanchard's cricket 
frogs and two northern water snakes (Nerodia 
sipedon sipedon) were found, but no Apkistro
don £· leucostoma. This site is a wonderful 
place for any type critter. The shores of 
the river are lined with many broken bricks 
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and blocks which provide an infinite number 
of places for animals to hide, and for herpe-
tologists to flip rocks and debris. After ant------
hour or two of fruitless searching, and in ~------------------~ 

dire need of refreshments and food, the crew 
headed for Coffeyville to eat at the local 
fish & chips & grease restaurant. After 
refueling, the group left the grease joint 
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to return to camp for the KHS Executive Council meeting, and the erection, 
by J. T. Collins, of Melissa Burtt's difficult tent. 

When early evening arrived, all eager swamp-stampers left to go 
wading through swamps and backwaters in the area. Marge Perry and Melissa 
Burtt, thrilled with swamp-stomping, dunked themselves from shoulders to 
toe in swamp muck. Swamp-stomping initially failed to turn up an Agkistrodon 
Q· leucostoma. Returning to the original Verdigris River hunting spot of 
earlier in the day, the herpers hunted, and hunted, and hunted ... Finally 
giving up, they were about to leave, except someone noticed that J.D. Jennings 
and Kelly Irwin were missing (how could we ever leave without Kelly and J.D.?). 
A search for the two lost members turned them up complete with one western 
cottonmouth! It was found under a rock (heaven knows how they ever picked 
THAT rock with hundreds of other rocks lying around the area), along the 
shore in a rather quiet part of the river above a dam. This animal is now 
on exhibit at the KU Museum of Natural History in Lawrence. No more Agkis
trodon Q· leucostoma were found despite a thorough search of the capture 
site and a nearby pond in the area. Content that at least one valuable 
animal had been captured, the crew returned to camp and the warmth of the 
campfire, where they celebrated until the wee hours. 

Early the next morning, thunder, lightning, and rain, rain, rain greeted 
the campers. Everything was soaked (except for my mother and I inside the 
warm environs of her Aspen stationwagon). The storm had begun at about 
6:00 am, and at around 9:00 am it looked as though it would never quit. Our 
campsite was beginning to look like a wading pool for infants. Lots of 
scurrying and quick packing of wet belongings took place, and most everyone 
left -- except Eric Rundquist, who slept soundly and comfortably(?) in the 
backseat of his car, oblivious to the world around him. 

Among the items found on this rainy Sunday morning were: two wet snake 
hooks, one very wet pair of boots, one soaked pair of tennis shoes, one wet 
bundle of tent stakes and poles and one cold, wet watermelon. These items 
(minus the watermelon, which met an unfortunate end) will be on exhibit at 
the Annual Meeting of the Kansas Herpetological Society in Emporia, Kansas 
on 19 November 1977. 

A complete list of the reptiles and amphibians found on this trip can 
be obtained by reading the KH~ checkltst that accompanies this article. 

---JANICE PERRY 
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