
212

Miscellaneous Notes.

Prof. Snow adds to the Kansas fauna the Mississippi Snapper [Mac.

Idcertina), in the following note upon the largest turtle known to have heen

captured in the State: ' Captured by Wm. Butler. May, 1885, two miles

above Erie, in the Neosho River. VVt. 59 lbs. Length 27t in. Length of

carapace 20 in., breadth of same 16 in.; circumf. of head 18 in.,—of base

of neck 17i in.,—of narrowest part of neck 15 in."

By his mention of its size we were reminded of the skull in Washburn

cabinet, presented by Dr. Newlon, of a 84 lbs. turtle taken from the Neosho

at Oswego, a year since. Seeing it to be a chelydroid, it was placed in the

cabinet, to be examined later. With this interesting hint of Prof. Snow, as

.'motive power," the director of the Survey has now studied the specimen,

which is Mucrochelys lacertina, beyond a doubt.

The so-called ''Wild hog" is well known to cattlemen and others who

cross the bush-grown swamps at the junctures of certain streams in the

eastern part of Indian Territory. These animals—like (hose in Arkansas

and other southern states—are supposed to be the descendants of escaped

Spanish stock. Dr. Newlon reports the killing of a large "wild hog"—a

straggler from the Indian Territory—about a year since in Labette County,

Kansas, some two miles south of Oswego.

The large stout Hair-worm of the plains, Gordim rofaistus, Leidy,

was first known from specimens collected near Ft. Riley many years since

by Dr. Hammond. A second and smaller species, G. vnrius, occurring in

Lake Ioman, McPherson county, has been identified for the Survey by

Dr. Leidy. The egg-strings of this species were also found among weeds in

the shallow water of the lake margin. At a casual glance, one might easi

ly mistake them for snarls of the fine white rootlets of some aquatic plant

Both of these worms seem to be common in Shawnee and Barber count

ies, though the material has not yet been studied. Both are probably com

mon in all parts of Kansas.

A fresh-water worm of the genus Neis, and which,—if not, indeed, ref

erable to one of those species,—is at least a member of that section of the

genus which includes N. coeca and N. digitata, occurs abundantly in the

muddy waters of the Shunganunga.

Far more abundant in the same waters are Paramcecium aarclt'um, Sten-

tor (?) coerirfeus, Uvella, and other Infusoria, a preliminary list of which we

hope to present in our next report.

A specimen of Hydra was discovered by Mr. J. B. Jennings, Signal

Service Officer at Washburn College, in water taken by himself and the

director of the Survey from pools in the Shunganunga Creek bottom,

Shawnee county, about Nov. 1. The species was afterwards determined by

the director, and could be referred to no other than H. viridis, from

which it differs in no appreciable respect, unless slightly in shade of color.

It was supposed that Hydra must be rather rare in Kansas, as it had

not been met with, so far as could be learned; but it must be, at least

locally ,eommon,as several specimens were later found in the same jar of water.


