


More Tips & Tricks 
For small game hunters, veteran outdoor folk and anyone just 

looking for outdoor opportunities, the pursuit of squirrels is just 
the ticket! In Kansas, squirrel season is open for nine months, 
offering plenty of freedom for hunters to seek out time in the 
hardwoods. According to Kent Fricke, Kansas Department of 
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism small game biologist, "Squirrel 
hunting in Kansas is an underutilized bountiful resource." I 
couldn't agree more. 

Hunting squirrels is a time-honored tradition providing incredibly 
tasty game meat for the table to share with your friends and family. 
Similar to most types of hunting pursuits, there are proven tactics 
and tested methods that will help you put a few squirrels in the bag. 

The less wind the better. Generally speaking, squirrels move 
around more when winds are calm. Windy days not only slow 
squirrel movement in the woods but can make it harder to pick out 
bushy tails bouncing through the treetops as gusty winds will have 
the whole tree canopy moving. Some of the best times to be in the 
woods are before the wind picks up first thing in the morning, or 
the last few hours of daylight when the wind dies down. 

Woods Walk. Creeping along on the shadowy side of a game 
trail in the hardwoods is a great way to both hone your hunting 
skills and to bag a few squirrels. Take your time with frequent stops, 
scan both the tree canopy and the ground for squirrel movement. 
Rimfire rifles, shotguns, air rifles, and archery equipment are all 
effective and challenging methods of take for a woods walk hunter. 

Sitting and Calling. Squirrels are both social and territorial. 
Calling squirrels is a great way to coax squirrels into range. Sit 
near nut mast trees, mulberry trees, or blackberry bushes in their 
season. Imitating squirrel chatter and barking with a call is a 
great way to get an inquisitive squirrels attention. An old 
woodsman trick for calling squirrels is to use coins. Grip a coin in 

one hand by wrapping your index finger and thumb around it, 
cupping your other fingers below. Now, take a second coin in 
your other hand and tap the first coin to imitate the sound of a 
squirrel cracking a nut. Pure magic. 

Squirrels can be hunted on private and public lands, 
including KDWPT's wild li fe areas. Several Walk-in Hunting 
Areas (WIHA) are open to squirrel hunting, as well; however, 
make sure to check the WIHA atlas to confirm an area 's enroll
ment period - some areas do not open until September 1 for the 
fall hunting seasons. 

Since the season opening is the first day of June, squirrel 
hunting is an ideal fit for hunters wanting to fill the off-season 
void between spring turkey season and the many hunting oppor
tunities available in the fall. Legal methods of take include: rifles, 
shotguns, archery equipment, muzzleloaders, sling shots, air 
rifles, and even falconry! The daily bag limit is five squirrels per 
day with a possession limit of 20. Both red and gray squirrels can 
be found in Kansas, making squirrel hunting a fantastic opportu
nity to expand your time outdoors, explore new methods of 
hunting and provide delicious game meat for the table. 
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