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 A revision of the genus Tantilla, although needed beyond peradventure,
 must await the segregation of a far greater number of specimens than are
 now available in the museums of the world. In 1896 Boulenger recognized
 23 species in the total of 44 forms that had received names. Since the pub-
 lication of the third volume of Boulenger's Catalogue, the total number of
 names has risen to something more than 50.

 In genera whose species are subterranean for the most part, and in con-
 sequence tend to wander less, there is a tendency to develop a greater num-
 ber of species than in more vagrant terrestrial genera. This seems to be true
 of Tantilla, and with sufficient specimens from type and other localities, nu-
 merous forms not already rescued from Boulenger's synonymies will of ne-
 cessity be restored and given proper recognition.

 The Tantilla material available at Kansas consists of 154 specimens, refer-
 able to 10 species, 3 of which are recognized as new forms. One of the most
 surprising results of the study is the recognition of a species in Oklahoma
 and New Mexico, identical with (or closely related to) the species described
 by Gunther as Homalocranium atriceps from Nuevo Leon, Mexico. Four
 specimens studied have been referred to this species. It seems highly prob-
 able that an examination of other collections will reveal specimens of this
 species masquerading under some other catalogue designation.

 Doctor Charles Burt has recently relegated T. nigriceps to a subspecific
 status under T. gracilis without showing that such a relationship exists. It is
 not improbable that he has mistaken atriceps as being an intergrade between
 nigriceps and gracilis. The specimens available to me, from counties in Kan-
 sas from which both nigriceps and gracilis are known to occur (Riley, Cowley,
 Geary), as well as in Texas, show no tendency whatever toward intergrada-
 tion of characters which are pertinent in separating the species. Moreover,
 I consider the possibility quite remote that any such intergradation takes
 place.

 Tantilla coronata Baird and Girard
 Tantilla coronata Baird and Girard, Cat. North Amer. Rept., pt. I, 1853, p. 131 (type

 description; type locality, Kemper county, Miss.).

 Four specimens of this species have been examined, two (K. U. Nos. 2472a,
 2472b) from Perryville, Decatur Co., Tenn., E. H. Taylor Coll.; and two (K.
 U. Nos. 19582-83) from Cedar Springs Valley, Edmonson Co., Ky., Claude
 Hibbard Coll. These specimens present the following characters:

 Upper Lower Pre- Post-
 No. Sex Ventrals Caudals Labials Labials oculars oculars.

 2472a .......... f. 140 45 7-7 6-6 1-1 2-2
 1472b .......... f. 143 43 7-7 6-6 1-1 2-2
 19582 .......... m 133 44 6-6 4-6 1-1 2-2
 19583 ........... f. 141 41 7-7 6-6 1-1 2-2

 The total length and tail measurements (in millimeters) of these four
 specimens are respectively: 248, 47; 242, 43.5; 226, 43; 242, 42.

 Trans. Kansas Acad. Set. 39, 1936.
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 Tantilla bocourti Giinther
 1883. Homalocranium coronatum (non Baird and Girard) Bocourt, Mission Scientifique au

 Mexique et dans l'Amerique Central, Liv. 9, 1883, pp. 589-590; and 1886, Liv. 10, pl.
 xxxvii, figs. 5. 5a-d.

 1895. Homalocranium bocourti Giinther, Biologia Centrali-Americana, Reptilia and Batrachia,
 1895, p. 149.

 1928. Tantilla bocourti Dunn, Amer. Mus. Nov., No. 314, May 16, 1928, p. 2.

 Four specimens of this species are in the Mexican collection. Three were
 collected by Hobart M. Smith, near Magdalena, Jalisco (No. 4552, June 11,
 1935; 4553, June 28, 1935; 4554, June 29, 1935). The fourth (4551), I col-
 lected two miles east of Acultzingo, Vera Cruz, July 27, 1932.

 The following table shows the principal characters and variations observ-
 able in the four specimens (measurements in millimeters).

 Greatest
 Width Length supraocular

 No. Sex Length Tail head head Frontal width

 4552 .......... f. 227 48 4.3 5.9 2.4 X 1.8 1
 4553 .......... f. 259 55 4.6 6.4 2.5 X 1.6 1.1
 4554 .......... f. 124 22.3 3.2 4.6 2.1 X 1.5 .8
 4551 .......... f. 301 58 6.6 7.8 3 X 2 1.3

 Sub- Pre- Post- Upper Lower Scale
 No. Ventrals caudals oculars oculars labials labials formula
 4552 .......... 175 59 1-1 2-2 7-7 6-6 15-15-15
 4553 .......... 177 61 1-1 2-2 7-7 6-6 15-15-15
 4554 .......... 169 56 1-1 2-2 7-7 6-6 15-15-15
 4551 .......... 170 51 1-1 2-2 7-7 6-6 15-15-15

 In all the specimens the anal is divided, the posterior nasal touches the
 preocular, the temporals are 1-1; in two, the mental touches the first chin-
 shields; in two, the first labials are in contact behind the mental.

 A C
 FIG. 1. Tantilla bocourti Giinther E. H. T. No. 4551. Width of head, 6.6 mm. Dorsal

 view (A), lateral view (C), and ventral view (B), of head.

 The collars are as follows: two scale rows white, one and one half black;
 one and one half white, one and three quarters black; one and one third
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 white, one black; in the specimen from Acultzingo, there are two white and
 two black scale rows.

 The type specimens described by Bocourt measure 245 mm., 245 mm.;
 tails 49 mm., 50 mm.; the ventrals are 172, 176; and 55, 55 for the subcaudals.
 The white collar is about one and one half scale rows wide, and the black
 collar following, about one row wide. There is a light spot on the anterior
 part of the supraocular.

 On my largest specimen there are two light spots on the anterior ends
 of the parietals; in No. 4552 the outer of the two is not wholly separated from
 the white area on the labials (inner spot absent on one side). Two of the-
 specimens, Nos. 4553, 4551 (as is true of T. deviatrix), have the median part
 of the black semicollar extending forward medially, partially interrupting the
 white (yellowish) collar.

 Dunn has described a specimen from Distrito Federal, having a ventral
 count of 195, and a subcaudal count of 57. This count seems to be extraor-
 dinarily high.

 Tantilla gracilis Baird and Girard
 1853. Tantilla gracilis Baird and Girard, Catalogue North Amer. Reptiles, pt. 1, Serpents, Jan.

 1853. p. 132 (type description; type locality, Indianola, Texas; Col. J. D. Graham,
 ,Coll.).

 1860. Tantilla Hallowelli Cope, Proc. Acad Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, Feb. 1860, p. 77 (type
 description by reference to a description of a Kansas specimen described by Hallowell
 as Tantilla gracilis, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila., 6:246. 1857. p. 246).

 1934. Tantilla gracilis gracilis Burt, Amer. Midland Nat., 16:336. 1934.

 This small species ranges from eastern Kansas and central Missouri south
 to the Gulf through Arkansas, Oklahoma, central and western Texas, over-
 lapping in part territory occupied by Tantilla nigriceps and T. atriceps.

 I have examined in the collection at Kansas, 124 specimens of this species
 from the following localities:

 Kansas records: Riley Co.: (E. H. Taylor 4) (Herpetology Class 2); Leav-
 enworth Co.: 4 miles north of Lawrence (W. H. Burt 15); Douglas Co.: near
 Lawrence (E. H. Taylor 7) (C. D. Bunker 1) (E. H. Taylor and Paul Woolley
 11) (C. H. Martin 4) (L. Coghill2) (Claude Hibbard and E. H. Taylor 2) (T.
 White 1) (Lloyd Youse 1) (R. H. Beamer 5) (W. Whitlow 1); Chase Co.: Cot-
 tonwood Falls (H. Smith, C. Hibbard and A. B. Leonard 6); Anderson Co.:
 Cedar Creek near Garnett (E. H. Taylor and David Dunkle 20) (E. H. Taylor
 3) (Herpetology class 5); Greenwood Co.: (Tihen and Willy 14); Sumner Co.:
 (E. H. Taylor 1); Cherokee Co.: Near Baxter Springs (E. H. Taylor 2);
 Montgomery Co.: Sycamore Hill (T. White 1) (E. H. Taylor 1) (E. H.
 Taylor and W. McKnown 2).

 Oklahoma records: Payne Co.: Stillwater (B. Brown 1); Drumright (Mil-
 dred Parker 2).

 Texas records: Bexar Co.: (A. J. Kirn 1); Frio Co.: (E. H. Taylor and
 J. S. Wright 1); Atascosa Co.: Benton (E. H. Taylor and A. J. Kirn 3);
 McLennan Co.: Waco (E. H. Taylor 5); Dallis Co.: Dallas (C. E. Burt 1)
 Brewster Co.: Near Glen Springs (E. H. Taylor 1).

 The ventral count of the Kansas specimens varies between 116 and 134;
 specimens whose scale count falls within the lower ten (116 to 125) are
 usually males; those with counts from 124 to 134 are usually females. The
 subcaudals vary between 38 and 53, the lower nine counts are usually from

 22-6031
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 females, the upper nine are usually from males. The totals of the ventrals
 and subcaudals vary between 162 and 179 or a variation of 18 scales in the
 totals. In the north-south range the higher counts are usually indicative of
 females.

 In the Texas specimens the average is slightly lower, the range being from
 111 to 132, subcaudals 41-50 (12 specimens). In the 124 specimens, 20 showed
 some variation in the labial counts and of these 11 were from the same hill-
 side in Leavenworth Co., Kansas. The normal count of labials is 6-6 upper
 and 6-6 lower. The variations are, 7-8, three specimens; 7-7, four; 6-8, four;
 6-7, nine. Where eight scales occur the second or third and the fifth are
 divided; in the case of seven scales, the fifth, the second or the third are
 split, one about as frequently as the other. One specimen having a formula
 6-6 has the fourth and fifth fused, while the second is divided.

 Since seven is the typical generic number of labials, it is not surprising
 that the fifth should occasionally divide, thus making a total of seven in
 gracilis. Since the number seven is typical of Tantilla nigriceps one might
 mistakenly regard this as evidence of mixture with that form. I believe
 this far from the case, for in every instance where the labial formula re-
 sembled that of nigriceps, in all other features the species remained unchanged.
 Two specimens were discovered each having two postoculars on one side each.
 This condition, too, may be regarded as typical of the genus and not sur-
 prising that it occurs occasionally in gracilis. Here, again, there was no
 approach to characters of nigriceps. In one specimen the prefrontals are
 fused with the preocular.

 The relation of the mental to the first pair of chinshields is variable. The
 latter are usually in contact but in probably ten percent of the specimens the
 scales are separated by the union of the first labials.

 The first temporal is frequently excluded from contact with the postocular
 by the intervention of the parietal and fifth labial; likewise the nasal is sepa-
 rated from the preocular by the intervention of the prefrontal, which is in
 contact with the upper labials.

 In none of the 124 specimens is there any approach to the typical dorsal
 head markings, terminating in a median angle (which is characteristic of
 nigriceps) posterior to the parietals; nowhere is there an overlapping of total
 scale count of nigriceps with those of gracilis in Kansas specimens. A single
 specimen of nigriceps from Atascosa Co., Texas, with a total count of 176
 scales, is within the range of some of the northern specimens of gracilis; in all
 northern specimens there is a hiatus of from 4 to 28 scales between the two
 scale ranges.

 As regards size, nigriceps is a very much larger snake, the four largest speci-
 mens of the 13 examined reaching 273, 292, 320, 347 mm.; while the three largest
 specimens of gracilis were 220, 230, 260.

 The color of the head of gracilis varies from a shade scarcely darker than
 the body, to one that is quite dark. There is in all, however, a deposition of
 more pigment on the head than on the body, forming or tending to form a
 somewhat characteristic pattern. The lateral edges of the dark area of the
 head reach halfway down on the anterior labials, passing below the eye,
 around which the color is nearly black, then turn up somewhat, leaving the
 fifth labial, part of the temporal and the anterior part of the sixth labial im-
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 maculate; on the scales behind the temporals and last labial this color extends
 over four or five scales, thus extending the dark color back farther on each
 side than medially-the reverse of the condition in nigriceps. The color does
 not reach the lower labials.

 Tantilla atriceps (Guinther)
 1895. Homalocranium atriceps Ginther, Biologia Centrali-Americana, Rept., 1895, p. 146

 pl. LII, dorsal, ventral and lateral views of head. (Type description. Type locality,
 Nuevo Le6n, Mexico. W. Taylor, collector. Types, two males. British Museum);
 Boulenger, Cat. Snakes British Museum, 3:226. 1892.

 This species is described from two male specimens from Nuevo Leon, Mex-
 ico. I am referring four specimens to this species.

 A specimen (No. 4555) which I collected four miles west of Saltillo, Coahuila,
 Mexico, August 23, 1932, presents the following characters: Diameter of eye
 equal to about one third the length of the snout; the part of the rostral visible
 above equal to about one half the distance from rostral to frontal; internasal
 slightly more than a half of the prefrontals; frontal hexagonal, the anterior
 angle very obtuse, the posterior acute, one and a third to one and a half
 times as long as broad. The frontal is very nearly thrice as wide as the
 supraocular, and a little longer than its distance to the end of the snout;
 parietal a little longer than its distance from the end of the snout and about
 the width of the frontal; nasal divided or certainly partially divided, the
 posterior moiety not in contact with the preocular; one postocular; upper
 labials 7-7; temporals 1-1, both narrow; lower labials 6-6; two pairs of chin-
 shields, the anterior much larger than posterior; four pairs of scales, and one
 fused pair, between the posterior chinshields and the first wide ventral;
 mental very minutely in contact with the chinshields; four lower labials touch
 first chinshield. Ventrals 130; anal divided; subcaudals 66. Labials, order of
 size: 1, 2, 3, 6, 4, 5, 7; scale formula 15-15-15. Total length 178 mm; tail 56
 mm.; tail length as percent of body 31. Width of head 3 mm.; length of
 head (to end of parietals) 5.2 mm.

 Color. Slightly brownish gray, somewhat pinkish white below; head slate-
 black, somewhat lighter anteriorly, the dark color involving posteriorly one
 row of scales behind the parietals, this bordered by a narrow, dim yellowish
 line apparently not reaching down on sides of neck to ventrals.

 From the types, there are two points of difference worthy of mention. The
 types have the mental separated from the chinshields and there are two post-
 oculars. The former character one might expect to vary, but the fusion of the
 two postoculars is a rare anomaly in the genus. I do not see fit to regard
 this as warranting separation from atriceps unless series of specimens should
 prove constantly different from atriceps, a possibility which I consider unlikely.

 A small specimen which I collected at Washington Camp, two miles south
 of Carlsbad Cavern, Eddy Co., New Mexico, and two specimens collected by
 Mildred Parker at Drumright, Okla., are likewise referred to this species.

 The Carlsbad specimen (K. U. 16120) agrees very well with the type de-
 scription of atriceps. The ventrals are 138, subcaudals 57. It is a young fe-
 male. The proportion of tail to body is 23.1%. The labials are 7-6, the fifth
 and sixth abnormally fused on side; preoculars 1-1, postoculars 2-2. The labial
 order is 1, 2, 3, 6, 5, 4, 7, on the normal side. There is considerable pigment
 on the underside of head. In two specimens from Drumright, Okla. (K. U.
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 Nos. 16414, 16415), the labials are normally 7-7 upper, 6-6 lower in each; the
 ventrals 143-147, and the subcaudals 56 and 60, respectively; the measurements
 of the first specimen are, 230 mm. total length, tail 61 mm., percentage of tail
 to body 26.5; of the second, total length 211, tail 52 mm., the percentage 23.7.
 The labial order of size is 1, 2, 3, 6, 5, 4, 7. In each the color is that of the
 type of atriceps; the whitish or yellowish collar is no more distinct than that
 shown in the figure of the type.

 Tantilla eiseni Stejneger
 1895. Tantilla eiseni Stejneger, Proc. U. S.. Nat. Mus., 18:117-118. 1895. (Type descrip-

 tion. Type locality, San Joaquin Valley, California. Type 11766a, U. S. Mus., Dr. G.
 Eisen, Coll.)

 One specimen (K. U. 6664) from Lyon's Valley, San Diego Co., Cal., col-
 lected by L. M. Klauber, presents the following characters: Ventrals 164;
 Subcaudals, 68; upper labials, 7-7; lower labials 6-6 (in the type, 7-7); pre-
 oculars, 1-1; postoculars 2-2; mental in contact with first chinshields; eye
 about one third of the length of the snout; internasals less than half the pre-
 frontals. Black of head extends on first two scale rows following the pa-
 rietals; the black extends laterally to the scales behind the last lower labials;
 white area on labials begins on anterior part of the last upper labial and ex-
 tends forward to rostral, involving practically all of the fifth labial and the
 lower two thirds of the others; the light brown pigment on the dorsal scales
 is extended to the outer scale row.

 Length 346 mm., tail 63. Proportion of tail to body length 25.6 percent.

 Tantilla hobartsmithi, sp. nov.
 Holotype. No. 4558. Collected near La Posa, 10 mi. northwest of Guay-

 mas the night of July 3, 1934. E. H. Taylor, collector.

 Diagnosis. Characterized by a hexagonal frontal more than twice as wide
 as the supraocular, a single postocular, a single preocular touching nasal;
 mental touching chinshields; temporals 1+1+1; labial preceding last, very
 low; second labial not in contact with the preocular; 7-6 upper labials, 6-6
 lower labials; anal divided; ventrals 129, subcaudals 53.

 Description of the type: Length of the portion of rostral visible above
 distinctly more than half the distance of rostral from frontal; internasals
 rather small, about equal to half or a little more than half the length of the
 prefrontals; frontal hexagonal, longer than wide (2.3 x 2 mm.), distinctly more
 than twice the width of the supraocular; the posterior angle of frontal acute,
 the anterior obtuse; parietals large (3.2x2.1 mm.), a little longer than dis-
 tance from the end of the snout; supraoculars only slightly wider posteriorly
 than anteriorly; nasal divided, posterior nasal smallest, slightly larger than
 the preocular, the outer angular edge of the prefrontal pushing down some-
 what between the two scales; preocular longer than high; diameter of eye a
 little less than half the distance of eye from tip of snout; one postocular;
 temporals 1 + 1 + 1, the anterior large, wide, touching the postocular and
 broadly in contact with the seventh (or sixth) labial; second, small, square;
 third somewhat smaller than first; upper labials in the following order of
 size (left side) 1, 2, 5, 3, 4, 6; (right side) 1, 2, 6, 5, 3, 4, 7. It is the fourth
 scale of the left side that is divided (perhaps abnormally); last labial wider
 than high; second labial lower than third, and not touching the preocular;
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 FIG. 2. Tantilla hobartsmithi sp. nov. EHT No. 4558, type. Width of head, 5.0 mm.
 Dorsal view (A), ventral view (B), and lateral view (C) of head.

 six lower labials, first pair separated by mental, which touches the first chin-
 shields; second pair of chinshields about half the size of first pair, separated
 from ventrals by three paired and two larger scales; scale formula 15-15-15;
 anal divided; ventrals 129; subcaudals 53 (male).

 Color in life. Head brown, a light tan or yellow-tan on the snout, becom-
 ing black-brown or an indefinite brown on back part of head. White nuchal
 spots or collar; body anteriorly tan, becoming more faun posteriorly, each scale
 with some small brownish flecks forming indefinite lines on all save outer scale
 row. The median scale row with a hair-fine black line continuous on the

 greater part of the body. Whitish on the underside of head and anterior part
 of body; cream to cream yellow posteriorly.

 Remarks. A single specimen was collected at night on the edge of a dry
 stream bed in the low mountains near the coast, near La Posa, Sonora. The
 specimen was observed running with most surprising rapidity over rough,
 gravelly terrain, under low shrubs. I succeeded in capturing it only with the
 greatest difficulty.

 The relationship of this form is probably with eiseni. From this species
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 it differs in having a wider frontal, in the narrow supraoculars, in the char-
 acter, shape and number of temporals, in the general character of the labial
 series, in having one instead of two postoculars, the very much lower scale
 count-ventrals 129 (instead of 163-181) and subcaudals 53 (instead of 58-70).
 It differs also in the details of markings. From wilcoxi it differs in having the
 mental in contact with first pair of chinshields, a wider frontal, one postocular,
 fewer ventrals (wilcoxi 150) and a much smaller eye. It also lacks a white
 collar followed by a black band, and it varies in other markings.

 It is related in some measure to T. atriceps, differing in details of markings,
 one postocular and the character of the temporals.

 Tantilla nigriceps Kennicott
 1860. Tantilla nigriceps Kennicott, Proc. Acad, Nat. Sc. Phila., Aug. 1860, p. 328 (Type

 description; types U. S. N. M. No. 4491, Fort Bliss, New Mexico, Dr. Crawford,
 collector; and U. S. National Museum No. 2040, Indianola to Nueces, Texas, Capt.
 Pope, collector).

 The original description of nigriceps is very brief. It follows:
 "Specific character. Form more slender and head narrower than in T. gra-

 cilis. Vertical plate more elongate posteriorly, occipitals narrower, one ante-

 A c
 FIG. 3. Tantilla nigriceps Kennicott. KU No. 16145. Width of head, 6.5 mm. Dorsal

 view (A), ventral view (B), and lateral view (C) of head.
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 orbital, two postorbitals. Seven upper labials. Color (in alcohol) uniform
 brownish above, lighter beneath. Crown as far as behind the occipitals deep
 black; no indication of a postoccipital black ring as in T. coronata."

 The following month, September, 1860, in the same journal, Cope described
 Scelecophis fumiceps, with a type locality, "probably Cuba," from a specimen
 in the Museum of Comparative Zo6logy, Cambridge, Mass. This he later
 places in the synonymy of nigriceps (Catalogue of Crocodilians, Lizards and
 Snakes [1900]). This specimen has: "Temporals two large and two small,
 ventrals 132, subcaudals 42; length 5 inches; tail 1 inch 10 lines."

 In 1883, Bocourt (Miss. Sci. Mex., Liv. 9, 1883, pp. 582-583, pl. xxxvi, figs. 8,
 8a-8d [1886] describes Homalocranion praeoculum from "le Colorado" (prob-
 ably the Colorado river, Texas). This specimen differs in having two preoc-
 ulars, and the mental in contact with the first pair of chinshields; the head
 is shown as being narrow but the head marking is typical of the species known
 as nigriceps; the presence of two preoculars is probably anomalous.

 In the Kansas University Museum there is a series of specimens from Kan-
 sas, Texas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico as follows: No. 1792, Cowley Co.,
 K. U. Biol. Survey; 2557-2559, 6 miles N. Lockhart, Morton Co., E. H. Taylor,
 collector; 8432, Alva, Woods Co., Okla.; 8509, 1 mile north Carlsbad, Eddy
 Co., New Mexico, C. D. Bunker; 16833, Hays, Ellis Co., Leo Brown; 12603,
 Sylvan Grove, Russell Co., Kan., Brandhorst; 18003, Atascosa Co., Texas, A.
 J. Kirn; 18415-18416, Ness Co., Kan., J. Schoeppel; 2256, an old specimen, is
 labeled Douglas Co. (this locality is very doubtful, none having been taken
 there in recent years despite much collecting).

 These specimens are all typical as regards the general markings, measure-
 ments and scale characters (with few exceptions). There is a distinct sexual
 dimorphism as regards tail length and the ventral and subcaudal scale counts.

 The tail is 22.4 percent (average) of total length in the male; in the female
 it is 18.2 percent (average). The subcaudals of the male vary between 44
 (Texas specimen) and 58, the average being 51; in the females 35-49, the av-
 erage being 43.5. The ventrals in females vary between 149 and 159, the aver-
 age being 153'.4, while in males the range is 132 (Texas specimen) to 146, the
 average 140. The total specific variation of ventrals is 132 to 159, and 35 to
 58 for subcaudals. (As in gracilis the southern specimens have lower scale
 counts.) The scale formula beginning 1 centimeter back of the head is 15-
 15-15. The specimens agree in the following characters: The fifth labial
 touches two postoculars, which are invariably present; the nasal and preocular
 are in contact narrowly in ten specimens, and barely separated in two speci-
 mens; the nasal scales are apparently joined together above the nostril; the
 mental is separated from the chinshields, and the first labials are in contact.
 The frontal has an obtuse angle anteriorly while the posterior angle is acute;
 in all specimens the frontal exceeds somewhat its distance from the tip of
 snout, and the parietals are longer than their distance from the tip of the
 snout. The frontal is usually twice as wide as the supraocular, but in three
 ot the 12 specimens it is not double their width; the first temporal usually
 touches one postocular, or it may be minutely separated or minutely in con-
 tact with the lower postocular only.

 The supralabials are 7-7, the lower 6-6, with four of them in contact with
 the anterior chinshields. The usual labial order of size is 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 5, 7,
 but the order of the third and fourth may be reversed.
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 The distribution of this species is Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado, New
 Mexico, and Arizona, overlapping the territory occupied by Tantilla gracilis
 narrowly in the northern part of the range, while in the south the overlap is
 several hundred miles.

 Tantilla brevissima, sp. nov.
 Holotype: No. 4557, collected at Tonola, Chiapas (on top of a low moun-

 tain near the city). Paratype No. 4556, young, same locality. Taylor, col-
 lector.

 Diagnosis: A small member of the genus, characterized by a large rostral,
 the frontal longer than wide, not twice as wide as supraocular; seven upper
 and six lower labials; one preocular and two postoculars. Posterior half of
 body orange to salmon, the color more or less evident above; a white bar on
 occiput; ventrals 116 to 125; subcaudals 28 to 31.

 Description of the type: Rostral much wider than high, well visible above,
 the part visible equal to a bit more than half its distance from the frontal;
 internasal suture half that of the prefrontals; frontal hexagonal, the posterior
 angle very acute, the anterior very obtuse; frontal about a third wider than
 posterior part of the supraocular, and a third longer than its distance to
 end of snout; parietals a little longer than their distance from the end of
 the snout.

 Nasal divided, much narrowed at point of contact with nostril; anterior
 moiety widened, thrust between and separating upper part of first labial from
 rostral; preocular small, in contact with the posterior nasal; two postoculars;
 supraocular much wider posteriorly than anteriorly; temporals 1-1, the an-
 terior the shorter, barely touching seventh labial, the posterior narrower;
 upper labials seven, in the following order of size; 1, 2, 3, 5, 4, 6, 7, the first
 three of nearly the same size, the seventh more or less square, the posterior
 corner rounded; an enlarged scale is present posterior to the seventh labial
 which might be regarded as a temporal.

 Mental separated from chinshields; first lower labials broadly in contact.
 Six lower labials, the first four touch the first pair of chinshields; second pair
 of chinshields very small; three pairs of scales and three fused scales between
 the posterior chinshields and the first wide ventral.

 Scale formula, 15-15-15. Ventrals 116, subcaudals 28; anal divided, the
 left moiety divided transversely; the scale preceding enlarged and pointed
 medially.

 Total length 151mm.; tail 26mm.; percentage of tail length to body
 length 17.1.

 Color in life. Above the general color anteriorly is dark brownish; pos-
 teriorly there is a suffusion of orange color. The brown is distributed over
 each scale in a fine reticulation, a little heavier on the posterior edge of each
 scale; the ground color of the scales is grayish on the anterior part of body,
 posteriorly it is orange. Anteriorly on ventral surface the color is white;
 about one fourth of the length from the snout, the orange coloration begins.
 It becomes a bright reddish orange under posterior part of body and tail.

 The head is blackish brown, with somewhat darker spots above eyes; a
 light yellowish transverse nuchal spot, involving seven scales and the edges
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 A

 A B *% C 'w
 FIG. 4. Tantilla brevissima sp. nov., EHT & HMS No. 4557, type. Width of head,

 4.3 mm. Dorsal view (A), ventral view (B), and lateral view (C) of head.

 of the parietals; a white spot on the upper postoculars and one on the an-
 terior tips of the supraoculars; yellowish spots on the prefrontals, and a
 large irregular yellow blotch covering parts of the rostral, internasals, and
 nasals. A white spot on the fifth labial connecting across the lower edges
 of the third and fourth labial to a yellowish spot on the second labial; light
 spots on two scales posterior to the last labial; a few minute brownish flecks
 on lower labials.

 Variation: A young specimen taken at the same time has the head black
 with the same head markings save the spots on two scales following the
 seventh labial are absent; the outermost scale row which in the type was
 somewhat lighter than the rest, shows a distinct series of whitish spots, one
 on each scale, tending to disappear toward latter third of body. Outer edge
 of the ventrals are dark, this color showing very dimly in the type. The
 whole dorsal surface is darker, while the ventral color is the same as the
 type, save it is much less intense.

 345



 Kansas Academy of Science

 Tantilla calamarina Cope
 1866. Tantilla calamarina Cope, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, Nov. 1866, p. 320 (Type

 description. Type locality, Guadalajara, Mexico. I. I. Major, collector).
 1876. Tantilla bimaculata Cope, Journ. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila., (2), 7:143. 1876. (Type

 locality, Mazatlan, Sinaloa, Mexico. Type description, Bishoff, collector); Bocourt,
 Mission Scientifique au Mexique, Liv. 9, 1883, pp. 580-581; and 1886, pl. XXXVI,
 figs. 6, 6a-6d.

 A specimen (No. 4559) collected by Hobart M. Smith at Queseria, Colima,
 Mexico, has been referred to Cope's species. It appears to agree best with
 the details of his description of the species bimaculata which is from Mazat-
 lan, Sinaloa. It is unquestionably of the species figured by Bocourt (loc. cit.).

 A. B. C.
 FIG. 5. Tantilla calamarina Cope. EHT & HMS No. 4559. Width of head, 5.0 mm.

 Dorsal view (A), ventral view (B), and lateral view (C) of head.

 My specimen presents the following characters, certain of which do not
 wholly agree with either of the Cope descriptions.

 Frontal obtusely angular in front, and with an acute angle behind approach-
 ing a right angle, at least three times the width of the supraocular; a
 moderately large postocular; a smaller preocular; nasals relatively very large,
 the nostril pierced at edge near the internasal; the posterior nasal in con-
 tact on left side with the preocular but separated on the right by the pre-
 frontal, which touches the second labial but does not enter eye; the parietal
 touches the fifth labial on the right side and is narrowly separated from it
 on the left. Six upper labials, the fifth and sixth largest, subequal; 5-6
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 lower labials, the mental broadly in contact with the first chinshields; the
 first labial fails to notch the nasals below; second pair of chinshields one
 half or one third of its distance from end of the snout. Ventrals 131; anal
 divided; subcaudals 29.

 Total length 205mm., tail 31mm.; percentage of tail length to body
 length 15.

 The color of the scales is gray, each with fine, dark brown markings, ten
 or fifteen flecks on a single scale. Those on the median scale row and the
 halves of the adjoining rows a little heavier, forming a dim darker medial line
 from tip of tail to head, where it seems to widen to cover the top of head;
 scales of the fourth and fifth row likewise have the flecking heavier, thus
 forming a scarcely discernible lateral stripe which anteriorly for two centi-
 meters back of head covers one and two half scale rows, continuing forward
 on side of head; a blackish transverse line unites the three bands back of the
 parietals and encloses two light areas on the back part of the parietals and
 the scales adjoining; the labials, save a part of the lower border, dark; scales
 of the rows between the darker lines are flecked more lightly with brown,
 the flecking continued onto the edge of the ventrals. There are three ventral
 areas where the minute punctate brown spots are present on the ventral
 scales suggesting that the specimen might have been dimly banded; the inter-
 vening areas whitish; the lower labials brownish.

 Tantilla martindelcampoi, sp. nov.
 Holotype: No. 4550, collected near El Treinta, Guerrero, on the Mexico-

 Acapulco Highway, June 29, 1932. E. H. Taylor, collector.
 Diagnosis. A small species, perhaps allied to T. depressa Dunn. Charac-

 terized by a frontal approximately four times as wide as the supraocular;
 parietals longer than their distance from the end of the snout; part of
 rostral visible above little more than half its distance from the frontal; upper
 labials 6-6; lower labials 6-6; no preocular; one postocular; temporals 1 1.
 Prefrontal enters the eye; mental broadly in contact with the first chinshields;
 scale rows 15-15-15; ventrals 114; subcaudals 39; anal divided.

 Description of the type: Head only moderately depressed, the part of
 rostral appearing above triangular, its length somewhat more than half the
 distance from the end of frontal; internasals only about one half (or a little
 less) the width of the prefrontals; their common suture, however, nearly
 equalling that of the prefrontals; prefrontals entering the eye, and in contact
 with the second and third labials; frontal hexagonal, longer than its distance
 from the end of snout, shorter than the parietals, from three to four times as
 wide as the supraocular; the posterior angle approaching a right angle, the
 anterior obtuse; nasal divided, the nostril chiefly in anterior part, the posterior
 part touching two labials; postocular rather small; temporals 1+1, the an-
 terior long, slender, touching the postocular; labials in the following order of
 size: 1, 3, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7; the last labial low and elongate, the third and fourth
 entering the eye; six lower labials, four touching the first chinshields, which
 are nearly twice as large as second pair; the latter separated from ventrals by
 a series of 4 paired scales and one single scale. The scale formula is 15-15-15;
 anal divided; ventrals 114; subcaudals 39.

 Color in life: Generally grayish white, with three broad stripes on body
 continued on tail; the median covering the median and half of the adjoining
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 scale rows; on the head it widens, becoming spatulate, extending to rostral,
 leaving only the outer rim of the parietals light; a stripe across each of the
 prefrontals, which is a continuation of a horseshoe-shaped mark on snout. Lower
 part of the labials whitish; the lateral dark stripe covers half of the fourth
 and fifth rows, running forward to rostral through eye, connecting above eye
 with the spatulate spot on head; the scales of the sixth and seventh rows each
 with a brown spot on the posterior part of the scale, thus forming two dotted
 lines; the scales of the second and third rows each with an elongate dot, form-
 ing dotted lines the length of body; lower labials, ventrals, and subcaudals im-
 maculate.

 A & c
 FIG. 6. Tantilla martindelcampoi sp. nov., EHT & HMS No. 4550 type. Width of head,

 2.8 mm. Dorsal view (A), ventral view (B), and lateral view (C) of head.

 Remarks: This species shows some relationship with depressa and cala-
 marina. It differs from depressa in having a shorter rostral, longer parietals
 which are greater than their distance from the snout, in lacking a preocular, a
 higher number of upper and lower labial scales, no lower labial scales in con-
 tact with the parietal. The markings apparently are completely different.

 From calamarina it differs in the absence of a preocular, the prefrontals
 touching labials and entering eye; in having the labials and parietal separated
 by the temporal scales; also in the details of the coloration of the head. The
 head is distinctly more flattened than in calamarina, and a lower ventral and
 higher subcaudal scale count obtains.

 The specimen was dug up from the base of a forest tree where the earth
 consisted of rotting leaves and bark.

 The species is named in honor of my friend, Sr. Rafael Martin del Campo,
 curator in charge of the National Museum of Natural History in Mexico City,
 who has shown me many courtesies and assisted in many ways my explora-
 tion work in Mexico.
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